Annual Shore Angling Report  
West Clare Area 2008
The season started off in early April with Pollock turning up on rock marks, dogfish from Piers and some early Thornback Ray in Poulnasherry Bay.  Coalfish were being caught on night tides from the beach in Kilkee. The first Mackerel of the season had arrived by mid April and the usual marks at The Bridges of Ross and Castle Point were productive.

By early May Bass were being caught from the beaches and The Shannon Estuary. Once again Dexter Wedges and Plugs were accounting for the better fish.Pollock were now plentiful on rock marks  at The Bridges of Ross and Doonbeg with Jelly Worms the most productive bait. Thornback Ray fishing in Poulnasherry Bay quite good on the slacker tides. By mid May the Ballan Wrasse had moved into the rock gullies and marks at The Bridges of Ross and Doonbeg were producing some good fish to crab baits. Thornback Ray being caught from Carrigaholt Pier and beach.
June and the shore fishing is well under way. Thornback Ray in Poulnasherry Bay, Carrigaholt and College Bay. Ballan Wrasse at The Bridges of Ross and Doonbeg. Pollock at Kilbaha, Bridges of Ross and Doonbeg. Anglers are observing the Closed Season for Bass from 15th May to 15th. June. Some good Bass were caught in Poulnasherry Bay on the resumption of  Bass angling from mid June on. Some big conger turning up in College Bay and at The Battery outside Carrigaholt. Good Pollock being caught while spinning from the rocks in Kilkee.

July and Garfish are turning up in Poulnasherry Bay with some excellent Bass fishing. Weed is making fishing difficult here at times. Pollock being caught by anglers fly fishng from the flat rocks at Kiltrellig, Kilbaha.  Despite strong winds anglers are having success with Thornback Ray, Wrasse, Pollock and Bass. The West Clare area is fortunate that despite the weather there is always  a sheltered Bay or Pier where anglers can fish in safety and comfort. Once again Carrigaholt Pier produced Thornback Ray, Dogfish, Pollock and Mullet when most other marks were unfishable due to bad weather. Some good Mullet were caught from the Pier in Seafield, Quilty.
August and a large Sting Ray of 44 lbs. was caught in Poulnasherry Bay. Heavy rains early in the month  drive the Bass out of Poulnasherry Bay. Large numbers of Wrasse being caught at The Bridges of Ross. Bass and Mullet turning up near Moneypoint with one angler catching a rare Golden Grey Mullet. Some big Bass were caught at The White Strand, Doonbeg and at Lough Donnell. Scuba divers in Kilkee report seeing the first Triggerfish of the season. My son David catches his first Specimen Wrasse weighing 5.5 lbs. on floatfished crab at The Bridges of Ross. I also had a Specimen Wrasse of almost 5 lbs. at the same venue.  At the end of the month anglers are catching Triggerfish from rock marks near Doonbeg.
September and the flood water has not cleared from Poulnasherry Bay and this has had an adverse effect on angling. Bass, Thornback Ray, Garfish and Huss have moved out into the deeper channels out of reach of shore anglers. However the rock marks at The Bridges of Ross and Doonbeg are very productive with Pollock, Wrasse and Triggerfish being caught in good numbers. I had a party of anglers from Scotland with me for a week and they had good Pollock and Wrasse fishing with one angler John Campbell catching a Specimen Ballan Wrasse of 5.5. lbs. from a rock mark near Doonbeg. Conger, Huss, Whiting, Pollock and Mackerel being caught from Carrigaholt Pier. The month ended with another Specimen Wrasse to one of my clients. Edmond Dantes had a Specimen Ballan Wrasse of 4.75 lbs. on crab at The Bridges of Ross.
October and the Ballan Wrasse, Triggerfish  and Pollock are still with us. The usual rock marks at The Bridges of Ross and Doonbeg are productive. The flood water cleared briefly from Poulnasherry Bay and Bass fishing picked up with some good catches reported.

By November most species have moved offshore with anglers now concentarting on Flounder and the odd big Bass.

On examining the Irish Specimen Fish report for 2008 the Shannon Region is well represented. Of the 11 Specimen Ballan Wrasse  7 were caught in the Shannon Region with  Kerry Head,  The Bridges of Ross and Carrigaholt featuring. The only Specimen John Dory caught in Ireland in 2008 was caught from Carrigaholt as was the only Specimen Scad.  Of the 6 Specimen Whiting 5 were caught from Carrigaholt.
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